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Congregation Ohav Shalom is blessed with possessing nine
Sifrei Torah. Sadly, five of them have been rendered pasul
(ritually defective) and can no longer be used without
extensive repair and rewriting. Our remaining ritually fit
Sifrei Torah are growing old and faded. Soon, they too
will no longer be usable for worship, including Shabbat
and Holiday celebrations, and Torah study.

Our Torah Writing Campaign gives each and every one of
us the opportunity to take part in the most special and
blessed act of handing down a new Sefer Torah from
generation to generation. During the writing of the Torah,
our entire congregation and the greater Jewish community
will have numerous opportunities to learn more about the
writing of a Sefer Torah as well as its teachings.

The Torah is our most precious gift from God. It has kept
the Jewish people alive for 4,000 years. Please join us as
we begin this extraordinary journey.

For more information or to contribute to the campaign,
please call the TWC co-chairs:
David Levine (489-5018) or Dan Sanders (469-1408)
or visit our website at www.ohavshalom.com.
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Write for Yourselves This Song and Teach It to the Children of Israel (Deut. 31:19)

The Torah is our most precious gift from God, and the Sefer Torah (Torah scroll) is the means by which we preserve and learn
from this gift. The Torah (Deut. 31:19) states: “So now, write for yourselves this song, and teach it to the children of Israel...”
Our great teacher, Maimonides says that if one cannot write one’s own Sefer Torah, a specially designated sofer (scribe) can
be commissioned to do this on a person’s behalf.

LEARNING
Learning Torah is one of the greatest of Jewish endeavors/mitzvot. During the duration of the writing, each of us (in the
community) will have numerous opportunities in classes, study sessions and community programs to learn more about what is
contained in our most beloved and holy text, the Torah. All will have the chance to meet our sofer face-to-face and to learn from
him about his sacred work as he writes our congregation’s Torah scroll.

LIVING
We learn Torah in order to learn/know how to live. The Torah is called a Tree of Life, because it offers us values and guidelines by
which to live. The Torah is a living document which expands and deepens as we make it a part of us, as it helps us to expand and
deepen the meaning of our lives. As we write our new scroll, we will have the privilege to support and witness a Torah scroll
coming to life and becoming a part of the life of our community.

LOVING
The central prayer of Judaism, Shema Yisrael, asks us to love the Lord with all of our heart, all of our soul, and all of our might.
Writing a new Sefer Torah allows our congregation to show our love for God and God’s most precious gift to the Jewish people.

EVERYONE CAN PARTICIPATE!
The celebration of our hundredth anniversary as a Kehillah Kedoshah (holy community) is the perfect time for us to enter our
new century with a new Sefer Torah that will grow with us. As a congregation, we can fulfill this “mitzvah-of-a-lifetime” by
participating in the writing of a new Sefer Torah for our community’s use. Each of us can support our congregation in the holy
work of composing it.
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